LIBRARY 


BOROUGH  OF  CLITHEROE. 


J.  H.  FAIPJ-TEATHER,  M.D.  , M.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

LIEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  ^EAR  EKDING 
31 3T.  DECEI'IBSRp  1950 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the 

Borough  of  Clitheroe. 


Lady  and  Gentlemen j 

I have  the  honour  to  suhinit  to  you  rny  Seventh  Annual  Report 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  year  1950.  This  follows 
closely  on  the  lines  of  my  previous  Reports. 

I am,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JOSEPH  H.  PAIR17EATHER . 


-1- 


PU3LIG  HEALTH  STAFF 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

JOSEPH  H.  PAIRWEATHER,  M.D. ; M.R.C.P. , D.P.H.  (PART-TIME) 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  ARP  CLEANS INC  SUPERINTENDENT 

EDV/ARD  COATES,  A.R.S.I. 

(ALsent  from  duty  ov/ing  to  sickness  December , 1 949  to  July,  1 950 J 
ACTING  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  (During  illness  of  Mr.  Coates). 

IviATTHEW  CHARLES  DA’JSON 

(Obtained  Certificate  of  Joint  Board  in  November,  1950,  and 
appointed  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  in  February,  1951)* 


SUIvnvlARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  POPULATION  - 12,530 

During  the  year,  234  Live  Births  v/ere  registered  (121  male  and 
113  female)  giving  a BIRTH  RATE  for  1950  of  18.7  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population,  a figure  which  is  0.1  above  that  of 
1949  and  an  increase  1.0  on  the  average  for  the  previous  five  years 
(1945-1949)-  The  ADJUSTED  BIRTH  RATE  for  1950  is  20.4  per  1,000. 

Eight  Stillbirths  (5  male  and  3 female)  were  registered,  giving 
a STILL  BIRTH  RATE  of  33  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  an 
increase  of  24  per  1,000  on  1949- 

One  Maternal  Death  was  reported  during  the  year  giving  a 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  PvATE  of  4-13  per  1 ,000  live  and  still  births.  No 
Maternal  Deaths  had  occurred  during  the  previous  five  years. 

During  the  year  183  deaths  were  registered  (87  male  and  96 
female)  giving  a CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  of  l4-6  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population,  a figure  which  is  0.1  per  1,000  'below  that  of  1949>  ard 
0.2  belov/  the  previous  five  years  average.  The  ADJUSTED  DEATH  RATE 
for  the  year  is  12.6  per  1,000. 

The  Deaths  included  2 from  Pneumonia;  6 from  Bronchitis,  3 from 
Tuberculosis;  19  from  Cancer;  73  from  Organic  Heart  Disease;  and  1 
from  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

There  were  5 Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year  of  age)  during  the 
year,  giving  an  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  of  21  per  1,000  live  births 
registered,  a decrease  of  14  per  1,000  on  the  figure  for  1949>  and 
a decrease  of  11  per  1,000  on  the  average  for  the  previous  five  years. 

STILL  BIRTHS 


As  mentioned  previously  , 8 Still  Births  occurred  during  the 
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year  giving  a Rate  of  33  per  1,000  total  (live  and  stillj  births,  an 
increase  on  the  previous  year. 

All  the  children  were  legitimate.  Pull  enquiries  y/ere  made  and 
it  was  found  that  in  all  cases  there  had  been  adequate  medical  and 
nursing  attention  to  confinement. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISHA-SES  DURING  THE  YEAR 


243  cases  of  Notifiable  Disease  were  reported  during  the  year, 
an  increase  of  33  cases  on  the  previous  year.  Of  this  total  229 
notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  Measles  and  V/hooping  Cough. 

There  were  8 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  24  in  1949* 

One  case  of  Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  and  two  cases  of  Non- 
Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  were  reported  during  1950. 

Again,  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  reported  during  the  year, 
the  last  case  of  this  disease  being  reported  in  194^. 

SCABIES 


No  special  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  in  respect  of  this 
ailment. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

No  action  called  for  under  Section  47  of  the  above  Act  during 
the  year. 

LABORATORY  ¥0RK 


Specimens  are  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Manchester,  or  Blackburn  Royal  Infirmary. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  TliE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 


This  is  from  neighbouring  upland  sources  and  is  of  a high 
degree  of  purity  and  adequate  at  the  source.  The  storage  capacity  of 
the  existing  reservoirs,  however,  is  not  considered  as  sufficient, 
but  it  is  hoped  to  increase  the  supply  from  an  artesian  source  in 
the  near  future. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  town^s  water 
supply  are  made  frequently  with  satisfactory  results. 

All  houses  in  the  Borough  are  supplied  from  Public  Mairs 
direct,  with  one  exception,  this  an  old  house  on  the  extreme  north 
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iDOundary  of  the  Borough  which  is  supplied  from  a well. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE 


There  have  heen  no  important  changes  during  the  year 
SANITARY  ACCOM'IODATION 


There  still  remain  in  the  Borough  some  13  Pail  Closets  and 
1346  Slopwater  or  "Tipper"  Closets > and  some  2887  Fresh  Water  Closeti 

The  Council  has  in  mind  the  conversion  of  the  obsolete 
sanitary  accommodation  when  the  position  regarding  the  supply  of 
materials,  etc.  is  less  acute. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  COLLECTION;  ETC 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  in  the  removal  of 
House  Refuse,  etc.  (excluding  Salvage  loads)  during  the  year 

1.  House  and  Shop  Refuse  removed  to  Destructor....  2620  loads 


2.  Offal  removed  from  the  Government 

Slaughterhouse 203  loads- 

3*  Fish  and  Vegetable  Offal  removed  from  Trade 

Premises  and  Market 265  loads 

4*  Nightsoil  from  Pail  Closets 57  loads 


'^otal 3145  loads 


The  total  weight  of  house  and  shop  refuse  (2620  loads) 
amounted  to  3353  tons  5 cwts  2 q.rs. 

There  are  now  4; 432  dustbins  in  the  area  and  the  collection 
period  of  7 - 9 days  has  been  fairly  well  maintained  tliroughout  the 
year.  The  collection  of  waste  paper  and  other  forms  of  salvage  has 
also  continued  satisfactorily.  Kitchen  V/’aste,  which  is  sent  for 
processing  and  proves  a valuable  foodstuff  for  pigs,  is  collected 
from  communal  bins  three  times  weekly.  Special  attention  is  given 
to  the  regular  changing,  sterilising  and  painting  of  these  communal 
bins  so  as  to  obviate  nuisance  therefrom. 

SALVAGE  OF  'WASTE  MATERIALS 

The  follov/ing  shows  the  total  weight  of  salvage  disposed  of  and 
the  income  derived  therefrom  during  year  ended  31st  December,  1950*“ 


T. 

C. 

CO 

LBS. 

: S 

D 

7/aste  Paper 

. 58. 

4- 

1 . 

0. 

292 

: 5 

0 

Textiles 

15- 

3- 

4. 

6 

; 1 5 

0 

Kitchen  Waste 

.171  • 

18. 

1 . 

0. 

347 

; 1 

4 

Ferrous  Metals 

. 4. 

17. 

0. 

0. 

4 

: 1 7 

0 

Baled  Destructor  Tins. 

. 23. 

6. 

1 . 

0. 

36 

: 14 

6 

Non-Ferrous  Metals. . . . 

10. 

1 . 

2. 

6 

^ 7 

9 

259. 

11 . 

2. 

6. 

£ 694 

: 0 

7 
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FACTORIS^. 

These  are  inspected  at  regular  intervals.  The  standard  of 
cleanliness  generally  is  satisfactory  and  it  was  found  necessary 
to  call  attention  to  minor  defects  only.  In  several  Power  Factories 
improvements  to  the  sanitary  accommodation  were  carried  out. 

SHOPS  ACTS 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  appointed  Inspector  under 
the  Shops  Acts.  Although  there  v/ere  no  flagrant  hreaches  of  the 
Reg-ulations  during  the  past  year,  it  was  found  necessary  to  caution 
three  occupiers  of  shops  for  minor  offences. 

INSPECTION  AhT)  SUPEHVISIOh  Oj'  PtDOh 

MILK  SUPPLY 


There  are  some  25  Dairy  Farms  in  the  Borough  area. 

The  responsibility  for  the  inspection  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  on  the 
farms  and  the  control  and  supervision  of  the  milk  supply  thereon 
passed  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in  1949?  the' 
Local  Authority  then  being  responsible  for  milk  distribution  only. 

It  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  regular  and  efficient  inspection 
has  been  carried  out  and  standards  of  cleanliness  maintained  on 
farm  premises  since  the  transfer  of  functions  and  the  introduction 
of  more  remote  control.  It  would  still  appear  desirable  that  the 
control  of  the  milk  supply  in  all  its  stages  from  the  farm  to  the 
consumer  should  be  in  the  hands  of  one  Authority,  and  that,  the 
Local  Authority. 

BAi^EHCUSES 


These  premises  generally  are  of  a very  good  type,  and  during 
the  year,  high  standards  of  cleanliness  have  again  been  maintained. 
Regular  inspection  and  contact  with  employers  and  employees  proves 
beneficial  to  all  concerned. 

J/IEAT  AND  CTHER  FCCD3 


The  Public  Abattoir  is  still  used  as  a G-overnment  Centre  for  the 
slaughtering  and  distribution  of  L.eat  in  the  area  comprising  the 
Borough  and  the  Clithoroo  and  Bovvland  Rural  Districts,  and  such 
centralisation  certainly  facilitates  the  \7ork  of  meat  inspection. 

\ 

A Scheme  of  re-conditioning  and  improvement  of  the  Abattoir 
buildings  is  to  be  commenced  in  the  near  future.  Under  the  Scheme, 
one  existing  slaughtering  chamber  and  lairage  is  to  be  converted 
into  a Hanging  and  Cooling  Room,  improved  facilities  provided  for 
the  irmediate  separation  of  the  condemned  meat,  the  provision  of  a 
corridor  so  as  to  speed  the  removal  of  carcases  to  the  Hanging  Room 
inmiediately  following  slaughter,  improved  washing  facilities  for 
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alDattoir  personnel,  the  repair  and  painting  of  all  woodwork  and 
ironwork,  improvement  of  the  cattle  pens  in  the  yard,  and  the 
provision  of  new  office  accommodation.  The  completion  of  these  v/orks 
will  result  in  the  improved  handling  and  storage  of  carcases  and  wii; 
provide  for  "better  inspection  facilities. 

The  folloY/-ing  shows  the  amount  of  food  condemned  and  removed 
from  the  food  supply  during  the  year 

MEAT 


55 

Beast  Carcases 

22,847 

lbs . 

234  Calf  Carcases 

7,802 

lbs 

1 

Side 

251 

lbs  ■ 

235  Heads  & Plucks 

1 ,875 

lbs 

4 

Hindquarters 

404 

lbs . 

1 Calf  Pluck 

5 

lbs 

8 

Porequarters 

1 ,010 

lbs . 

• 

Carcase  Parts 

623 

lbs. 

48  Sheep  Carcases 

1 ,846 

lbs 

Liver  Trinmings 

7,957 

lbs . 

56  Heads  & Plucks 

402 

lbs 

167 

Heads  & Tongues 

4,106 

lbs . 

298  Sheep  Livers 

492 

lbs 

Beef  Pat 

1 ,591 

lbs  . 

Mutton  Pat 

12 

lbs 

88 

Skirts 

159 

lbs  . 

Carcase  Parts 

125 

lbs 

74 

Hearts 

270 

lbs . 

10  Sheep  Plucks 

36 

lbs 

448 

Lites  & 101  Melts 

3,863 

1 os . 

Udder 

750 

lbs . 

7 Pig  Carcases 

881 

lbs 

65 

Tails 

125 

lbs  . 

1 Pig  Head 

It 

lbs 

Bruised  Beef 

387 

lbs . 

30  Pig  Plucks 

181 

lbs 

Prozen  Beef 

582 

lbs . 

Carcase  Parts 

277 

lbs 

Pork  Pat 

4 

lbs 

OTHER  POODS 


Canned  Corned  Beef  80  Ihsi  6i  packets  Assorted  Poods^ 

Vegetables  13  tins;  Meat  5 tins;  Pickles  4 jars;  33  Ihs  Pigs; 
Marmalade  8 tins;  Ketchup  8 Bottles;  Mincemeat  1 jar;  Nescafe  3 tins 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 
including 
Cows . 

Calves . 

Sheep  & 
Lambs . 

Pigs 

No.  killed  

1 ,386 

870 

5,170 

58 

No.  inspected 

1 ,386 

870 

5,170 

58 

All  disease  except  T.B. 
V^ole  carcases  condemned. • 

14 

233 

48 

6 

Carcases  of  v/hich  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. . . 

540 

1 

323 

1 6 

% of  no.  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than  T.B 

47 . 2^ 

ro 

1-2.% 

31-% 

Tuberculosis  only  - 

’^ole  carcases  condemned.  . . 

41 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  vz-as  condemned.  . . 

441 

.1^ 

mm 

5 

% of  no.  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

41 . 9,5 

0.12^ 

i 

Tlie  importance  of  the  hygienic  handling  of  food  has  again  been 
stressed  during  the  year  and  special  attention  given  to  food  shops 
and  market  stalls,  v/here  high  standards  of  cleanliness  are  vital. 

In  January,  1930,  a special  lecture  on  this  subject  by  Dr.  J. 
Burton  of  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  v/as  arranged  and 
invitations  sent  to  all  food  handlers  in  the  Borough.  The  response  to 
the  invitation  was  most  encouraging  and  the  lecture  proved  a great 
success . 

Copies  of  the  new  Model  Byelaws  under  Section  1 5 of  the  Pood  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938  vrero  supplied  to  all  food,  etc.  shops. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


During  the  year  special  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  nuisance 
from  two  Y/orks  in  the  Borough  area.  In  the  first,  trouble  arose  from 
the  emission  of  fine  dust  frora  the  crushing  plant  of  a large  guarry, 
and  later  the  ov/ners  undertook  to  install  an  improved  dust-catching 
installation  which,  when  completed  and  worked  efficiently,  will 
constitute  ’'the  best  practicable  means”  to  obviate  the  nuisance.  The 
second  case  was  one  of  serious  nuisance  from  evil-smelling  fumes  • 
emanating,  at  intervals,  from  a chemical  works  in  the  Borough. 
Pollov/ing  representations  from  the  Council,  the  management  undertook 
to  cease  production  until  an  entirely  new  plant  with  improved 
production  methods  could  be  installed. 

In  both  these  cases,  valuable  assistance  Y^as  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Alkali,  etc.  Works. 

RODENT  CONTROL 


Tiie  Council  employs  one  full-time  Rodent  Operator  to  carry  out 
the  v/ork  of  disinfestation  under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  The  town  is  divided  into  eight  sections  and  regular  tours 
of  inspection  of  premises  and  land  v/ithin  these  sections  are  carried 
out  by  the  Operator,  complete  records  being  kept  of  all  infestations 
and  treatments  carried  out. 

During  the  year  43  premises  were  found  to  be  rat-infested  and 
the  necessary  treatment  was  carried  out  v/ith  a resultant  kill  of  83I 
rats.  'Twenty-seven  sets  of  premises  Y/ere  also  treated  for  mice 
infestation.  Special  attention  to  the  Sewers  in  the  Borough  area 
was  again  given,  and  two  Maintenance  Treatments  wore  carried  out- 

Also,  three  tips  and  two  farms  wore  treated  for  rat  infestation 
on  behalf  of  the  Bov/land  Rural  District  Council. 

VISITS  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAF'P 


House  to  House  Inspections 29 

House  to  House  Re-Inspections 14 

Other  House  Inspections 298 
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Factory  Inspections  (incl.  Bakehouses).  ...  190 


Visits  to  Government  Slaughterhouse 6i  2 

Visits  to  Pood  Shops  and  Stalls 245 

Visits  to  Infected  Houses  11 

Visits  re.  Fork  in  Progress 52 

Miscellaneous  Visits  re.  Complaints;  etc...  742 
Houses  Disinfected 12 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS 

No  major  schemes  of  demolition  or  improvement  of  insanitary 
conditions  wore  undertaken  during  the  year.  Difficulties  in  the 
supply  of  suitable  materials  have  again  prolonged  the  carrying  out 
of  even  minor  v/orks  following  approach  to  ovmers  of  property.  It  is 
to  he  expected  that  so  long  as  such  materials  are  urgently  required 
for  new  housing  accommodation,  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  existin, 
property  will  prove  difficult. 

The  Waiting  List  of  the  Authority  for  new  houses  is  still 
lengthy.  It  is  difficult  to  give  any  estimate  of  future  requirements 
hut  there  is  evidence  that  new  building  programmes  must  continue  for 
a considerable  time  to  come.  The  Council  is  fully  av/are  of  this, 
problem  and  is  planning  its  programme  well-ahead. 

During  the  year,  25  permanent  traditional  houses  v/ere  erected 
by  the  Local  Authority  and  a further  7 by  other  persons. 

V/ork  continues  on  the  Hayhurst  Street  Site,  and  work  is  also  in 
progress  on  the  scheme  for  Old  People’s  Bungalov/s  at  Bolland 
Prospect. 

Two  further  schemes  at  'Low  Moor  are  now  under  consideration  and 
building  is  expected  to  coimnence  in  1951- 

It  is  proposed  to  make  a Survey  of  existing  property  in  the 
Borough  with  a view  to  ascertaining  further  future  requirements  and 
in  readiness  for  any  scheme  of  reconditioning  and  improvement.  Usefu' 
information  should  also  be  obtained  from  such  Survey  as  to  the 
position  of  Overcrowding  in  the  area. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 


1.  No.  of  houses  erected  during  the  year 32. 

la  No.  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  end  of  year... 

2.  No.  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 26 

3-  No.  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose 29 

4*  No.  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation Nil. 

5.  No.  of  houses  found  not  be  in  all  respects  fit  for 

human  habitation 21 

6.  No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  Local  Authority  or  Officers I8 

7-  No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  action  was 
taken  under  Statutory  Pov/ers  under  the  Public 

Health  and  Housing  Acts Nil- 

8.  No.  of  Overcrov/ding  cases  dealt  with Nil- 
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CHI5F  SANITARY  REQUIRBIvEENTS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

^ . The  extension  of  the  housing  programme  and  abolition  and 
improvement  of  sub-standard  housing. 

2.  The  conversion  of  remaining  pail  closets  and  slopwater 
closets  (Sub-Goirnnittee  appointed  for  this  purpose). 

3.  Modernisation  of  the  Public  Abattoir  at  present  used  as 

a Government  Slaughterhouse  - scheme  nov/  under  consideration 

4-  The  Provision  of  up-to-date,  centrally  situated  Public 
Conveniences  v/ith  v;ashing  facilities,  etc.  There  is  the 
possibility  that  this  will  be  incorporated  in  the  Scheme 
for  a proposed  'Bus  Station. 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH  DUPING  1950 


CAUSE  OP  DEATH 

MALE 

— 

PEilALE 

— 

TOTAL 

All  Causes  - Certified 

87 

96 

183 

Uncertified 

— 

— 

- 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Cerehro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

- 

^Tho oping  Cough 

— 

- 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  • 
System 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

1 

Measles 

««« 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

- 

1 

Influenza 

- 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth,  Congenital 
Malformation,  Birth  Injuries 

1 

1 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

11 

8 

19 

Diabetes 

1 

- 

1 

Heart  Disease 

35 

38 

73 

Other  Diseases  of  the 
Circulatory  System  ‘ 

2 

3 

5 

Br onchitis 

3 

3 

6 

Pneumonia 

- 

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  StoiTiach  or  Duodenum 

- 

— 

- 

Enteritis,  Gastritis,  Diarrhoea 

2 

2 

Pregnancy,  Abortion,  Childbirth 

— 

1 

1 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  or  Nephrosis 

2 

1 

3 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 
System 

10 

CJ 

33 

Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

— 

- 

— 

Other  Violent  Causes 

9 

— 

9 

All  other  Causes 

9 

12 

21 

TOTALS 

67 

96 

183 
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